
Foreword

Forewords by authors are usually long, boring and self-indulgent. I don’t see why this one should 
be an exception.

Many of you probably think this is just a reprint of my popular series from The International  
Routier, Bondage in the… sorry, Leather in the Seventeenth Century, and that I’m only in this for 
the money. You’re probably right, although in flogging at cost I think I’m missing the point 
somewhere.

For those of you who haven’t seen it before, this book sorta grew out of a two to three part series I 
wrote for The International Routier that ended up going for six parts. It really only began because 
I had a whinge about the lack of a publication and someone in the pub said “why don’t you write 
one”.

A lot of the information is based on the earlier writings/ramblings, but with the benefit of further 
research making it expanded, enhanced, enlarged, enlivened and otherwise Just a Bit Louder™. 
Footnotes are now endnotes, just so you’ll think they are different. Each chapter presents the 
historical information I’ve been able to find and discusses some alternate theories, then moves on 
to how to make one for yourself. Mostly. Except chapters 1, 3, 4 and 6. Pictures have been 
attributed, but used without permission, except the ones I did get permission for and the ones I’ve 
drawn. If the circulation ever gets above ten or I run to a second edition, I’ll make some more of 
my own. Errors are entirely my own and and crack-pot theories are mine unless otherwise 
indicated.

Who do I blame? Well, Bertie drew some pictures that caught my attention in the first place, Vic 
suggested that I write about more than just shoes when I whinged that No One Else™ had done it, 
and Mr Haaaande lent me a leather bottel to fix. It sort of escalated from there.

I make no claims to be complete, comprehensive or even correct. For example, Pantobles1 are 
ignored on a whim (and lack of context for Trained Bands); Translating is included in Cobbling, 
but isn’t mentioned by name, except in this introduction. This isn’t meant to be an exhaustive 
reference, only a starting point for your own research. You don’t believe everything you read, do 
you? 

Oh, by the way, I am a real Reverend, an ordained minister of the Universal Life Church2, 
available for weddings, funerals, Sunday School Picnics and apparently baseball games in most 
states of the USA. I got it on the Internet3. 

Now read on…

1 Look it up
2 A money making venture built around the convoluted US tax laws, based in Modesto, California
3 www.ulc.org The doctorate is US$30.
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